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Thessaloniki is often considered the birthplace of
student activism in Greece. The Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki, founded in 1925, has a rich history of
student movements advocating for academic freedom
and social justice.

The legacy of activism at the Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki resonates through various historical
milestones. Students actively participated in campaigns
for democratic rights, educational reforms, and
solidarity movements, leaving an indelible mark on the
nation's socio-political landscape.

In what ways can student activism influence societal
change?
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On the eve of May 1, 1971, Nikos Roukounakis, a
student of the Faculty of Dentistry of the Aristotle
University of Thessaloniki, set himself on fire on
campus and died as a final protest against the junta. In
1973, Thessaloniki joined Athens in a nationwide
student uprising against the military junta. The
Polytechnic Uprising was a pivotal moment, marking
the resistance against authoritarian rule. Students
played a crucial role in this movement, emphasizing the
importance of education in shaping a democratic
society.

Myth or Reality? The details of Roukounakis’ act remain
enigmatic, as historical records vary. Some accounts
suggest Roukounakis' act of defiance as a catalyst for
student fervor, while others attribute the origins of the
resistance to collective grievances against the
oppressive regime.
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In student movement in Greece often, you will hear or read
slogans such as:

"Tonight, fascism dies", "Workers, peasants and students",
"Out with the Americans", "The people are hungry, why don't
you fight" and "Down with power", "Down with the junta, down
with Papadopoulos”, "People, now or never", "The students
don't feel well, they are being made fun of", "Bread,

education, freedom" were shouted, written on the walls and
went down in history as the messages that brought down the
junta.

“2006 will be a biennial year - the law being torn up is the
cause”

“Students are not a guild (or tools) they are fighting for Public
and Free education”

“Down with laws and regulations, down with the needs of each
student”

“This legislation will take everything away from us,

soon our degrees will say "Coke" on them”

In what ways can student activism influence societal
change?
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Each September, the Thessaloniki International
Fair (TIF) marks a crucial moment as the
country's Prime Minister traditionally unveils the
year's plans. This event often sees students
organizing protest marches during the opening
ceremony. During the 87th TIF in 2023 the city
witnessed vibrant protest rallies and marches in
the heart of Thessaloniki. The protesters
demanded: wage increases and collective labor
agreements in the public sector, among others. A
political party enforced the slogan "for work with
rights, life with dignity". Also, relatives of the
victims of the railway tragedy in Tempe held a
protest performance in the square at the southern
gate of the TIF.

What’s the railway tragedy in Tempe in 2023?
Which demonstrations took place? How did it
look?



Thessaloniki's streets are adorned with vibrant
street art that often reflects the thoughts and
aspirations of the student population. Graffiti and
murals serve as a visual representation of the
dynamic and creative spirit of the student
community.

Do you know any street art representing student
movements or street art that is used during
protests?



H yevérelpa tov
PornTkov aktiffiopov

H ©ecoalovikn Bewpeital cuxvd n yEVETELPA TOU
(poLTNTLKOU aktLBLopou otnv EANGSa. To
ApLototéAeLo NMavenLotruLo OE6GaAovikng, nmou
L5pUBNKe To 1925, £X€L MAOUGCLA LOTOPLA POLTNTIKWV
KLVNUATWV nou unepacnifovtal TNV akadnuaikn
€AeuBepia KaL TNV KOLVWVLKNA Stkatocuvn.

H kAnpovopLd Tou akTLBLopPoU oTo APLOTOTEAELO
MaveniotipLo Oeccalovikng avtnxei péca and
SLawpopa LotopLkd opocnua. OL PoLTNTEG
GUMPETELYAV EVEPYA OE EKCTPATELEG yLA
SNHUOKPATLKA SLKALWHATA, EKMALSEUTLKEG
HETappuBpiceLg Kal Kwvjpata aAAnAeyyong,
aprjvovtag avegitnAo to onpdsdL Toug GTo
KOLVWVLKOTIOALTLKO TOTio TNG XWpag.

MEe 1oLouG TPOTOUG PTTOPEL O (POLTNTLKOG AKTLBLONOG
Va ENNPEACEL TNV KOLVWVLKI aAAayn;
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H g&€yepon tou MoAuteyveiou to 1973

Tnv napapovi tng 1ng Maiou 1971, o Nikog Poukouvakng,
(poLTN TG TNG OS0VTLATPLKIG ZXOANG TOU APLOTOTEAELOU
MNaveniotnuiov O®ecoalovikng, autonuproAROnNKe oTnV
MaveniotnuloUnoAn Kat né0ave wg votatn Stapaptupia
Katd tng xouvtag. To 1973, n @ecocalovikn cupueTeixe padi
pE TNV ABRva o€ pLa ntavedviKn poltntikn e€€yepon Katd
TNG OTPATLWTLKIG Xouvtag. H e&éyepon tou MoAuteyveiou
anoTEAECE KOMBLKN GTLYMI], CNUATOSO0TWVTAG TNV AVIicTaoT
KATA TG autapxLlking e§ouaciag. OL poltntEg Enatgav
KaBopLOTLKO pOAO OE AUTO TO Kivnua, tovidovtag tn
onupacia tng eKnaiSeuong otn SLapdpYwaon pLag
SNUOKPATLKAG Kowvwviag.

MU60g ] npaypatikotnta; OL AENTOPEPELEG TNG TPAENG TOU
POUKOUVAKIN TTAPAPEVOUV ALVLYUATLKEG, KOOWG OL LOTOPLKEG
KATAypaPEG TOLKIAAOUV. OPLOUEVEG AVAPOPEG
UNoSNAWVOULV TNV nPAgn MPOKANTLKOTNTAG TOU POUKOUVAKN
WG KAtaAUTn ToU (oLTNTLKOU EvBoucLacpou, EVw AAAEG
anodiSouv TNV MPoEAEUCT TNG AVILiGTACNG OE GUAAOYLKA
GXNHATA KATA TOU KATAMLECTLKOU KABECTWTOG.
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210 (PoLTNTLKO Kivnua otnv EAAGSa cuxva Ba akoUoeTe i
Ba StaBdacete ocuvOnuata o6nwg:

"Anope o pacLoudg neBaivel”, "EpydAteg, aypoTeG Kat
poLtnteg”, "EEw oL AugpLkavol”, "0 Aaog neLvae, yrati
8ev aywvileote" kal "Kdatw n €goucia”, "Katw n xouvrta,
KAtw o Maradonoulog”, "Aag, Twpa 1) moTe", "OL PoLTNTEG
8ev algbavovtat Kald, Toug Kopoidsvouv", "Ywui,
naldeia, eAevBepia” pwvadovtav, ypawoviav oToug
TOLX0UG KaL EUELVAV OTNV LOTOPLA WG T pnvupata rtou
€pLEav tn xouvra.

Karola dAAa eivat: "0 KOopog Sev eival pévog tou:

"To 2006 Ba eival SLETNAG XpOVLA - 0 VOHOG rTov oKi{eTal
elvaw n attia"

"OL polTNTéG SV elval cuvtexvia (1] epyaleia)
aywvifovtat yia tn Anpoécia kat EAevBepn Mardeia”
"KAtw oL VOPOL Kal Ol KOVOVLGHOL, KATW OL AVAYKEG TOU
KAa6e padntn”

"Autn n vopobecia Ba pag oteProEL Ta navea,

ZUvtopa ta ntuyia pag Ba ypdyouv coca cola”.

N'vwpidete kKamoLa mPAGYPATA (POLTNTLKA KLVAHATA KAt
5 Ta cUVONMATA TOUG GTLG XWPEG OUG;
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KaBe ZentepPBpro, n Aebvrg EkBeon
Oeccalovikng (AEO@) onpatodotei pLa Kpioun
OTLYHN, KaBwg 0 mpwOuUoUPYOG TNG XWPAG
artoKAAUTITEL TaPaSOCLAKA Ta GXESLA TNG
XPOVLAG. ZTO YEYOVOG QUTO GUXVA OL (POLTNTEG
0pYyaVvVWVOoUV OPELEG SLapaptupiag Katd Tt
SLapkeLa TNG TEAETNG Evaping. Kata tn
SuapkeLa tng 87n¢g AEO to 2023 n nOAn €yLve
paptupag {WVTAVWVY GUYKEVTPWOEWV
SLapaptupiag Kal moPELWV oTNV KapdLd Ttng
©ecoaAovikng. OL SLadnAwtég Stekdtkovuoav:
auvgNoeLg LoBwV Kat CUANOYLKEG GUMBACELG
Epyaciag oTo SNUOCLO TOPEA, HETAEY AAAWV.
‘Eva moALTLKO KOupa enéBaAe To cuvOnua "yLa
S0UAELA pE Stkawwpata, {wr Y a§lompeéneLa.
Eniong, ouyyeveig Twv Bupdtwy tng
oL8NPOSPOPLKNG Tpaywsiag ota TEumN
npaypatonoincav napactacn Stapaptupiag
otnv nAatela otn vétia nOAn tng AED.

Mowa eivat n oLénpodpopLkn Tpaywsia ota
Téunn to 2023; Moleg SLadnAwoeLg EAapav
Xwpa; NMwg ftav n eltkova;
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H t€xvn Tou §poUOU WG HopPWr) EKPPACNG

OL 8popoL tnG Oeccalovikng KkoocpoUvTal anod
{wvtavr) T€Xvn Tou §pOouou nou cuxvd
avtavakAd TG oKEPELG Kat TLG pLAodo&ieg tou
(poLTNTLKOU MANBucpoU. Ta YKPAPLTL Kal oL
TOLYOYPAPLEG XPNOLUEVOUV WG OTTLKI)
avanapdotach Tou SUVaPLKOU Kat SHLOUPYLKO
NMVEUHATOG TNG POLTNTLKIG KOLVOTNTAG.

M'vwpidete kamoLa TEXvrn Tou S§pOMOU TToU
aAvVTLTPOOWNEVEL POLTNTLKA KLvrpata n Té€xvn
TOU §pOUOU IOV XPNGLUOTOLELTAL KATA TN
SLapKeLa SLadNAWCEWV;



