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Andreja Kulunčić: You Betrayed the Party When You Should Have
Helped It (Bucharest, Romania)

The exhibition You Betrayed the Party Just When You Should Have Helped It
by Croatian artist Andreja Kulunčić was held at the Anca Poterașu Gallery in
Bucharest from December 17, 2024, to January 26, 2025. Exhibition delves
into the complex interplay of personal responsibility and collective ideology.
Andreja Kulunčić, a prominent voice in socially engaged art, explores the
tension between loyalty, betrayal, and the pressures of political conformity.
Through multimedia installations and participatory projects, the exhibition
invites visitors to reflect on historical and contemporary narratives of
dissent and compliance within systems of power. Kulunčić’s work
challenges us to reconsider the dynamics of individual agency and the
moral ambiguities of allegiance in politically charged environments.
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Artwork prepared for the exhibition in Bucharest
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Andreja Kulunčić: Činiti svijet boljim mjestom (Making the
World a Better Place)
Museum of Contemporary Art, Zagreb - May 15 to October 12, 2025

The Museum of Contemporary Art in Zagreb presents Činiti svijet boljim mjestom (Making the
World a Better Place), a comprehensive retrospective of Croatian artist Andreja Kulunčić,
running from May 15 to October 12, 2025. This exhibition offers an in-depth look at Kulunčić's
socially engaged art practice, spanning from the 1990s to the present, highlighting her
commitment to addressing social injustices and fostering critical public discourse.

A one of central focuses of the retrospective is the project You Betrayed the Party Just When
You Should Have Helped It, which delves into the overlooked experiences of over 850 women
imprisoned in the political camps of Goli Otok and Sveti Grgur during the Yugoslav era.
Through multimedia installations, participatory workshops, and anti-monumental
interventions, Kulunčić confronts the systemic erasure of women's traumas from historical
narratives.

Visitors are invited to engage with the "850 Women for 850 Women" initiative, a participatory
project that encourages the creation of clay figurines as a form of collective remembrance
and healing. This initiative serves as a contemporary memorial, fostering dialogue and
reflection on the legacy of violence and the importance of acknowledging suppressed
histories.

The exhibition not only showcases Kulunčić's artistic journey but also serves as a platform
for education and community engagement, featuring workshops and discussions that
encourage active participation and critical thinking on key social issues. 

For more information, visit the Museum of Contemporary Art's official website: MSU
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http://www.msu.hr/dogadanja/popis-doga-anja-uz-izlozbu-andreja-kuluncic-ciniti-svijet-boljim-mjestom/1701/en.html
http://www.msu.hr/dogadanja/andreja-kuluncic-ciniti-svijet-boljim-mjestom/1641/en.html
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Impressum, Zagreb



New Artwork - Castings in stone

The newly prepared artwork, as seen in the image, represents a significant addition to
Andreja Kulunčić's ongoing exploration of trauma and memory. Created specifically for the
retrospective Činiti svijet boljim mjestom at the Museum of Contemporary Art in Zagreb, the
sculpture incorporates the stark and minimalist design language Kulunčić is known for,
along with text that appears to reference personal or collective narratives.
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Description and Interpretation:

Material and Form: The sculpture features a rugged, organic shape mounted
on a bold, red pedestal. This contrast between the natural and the artificial
highlights the tension between lived experience and institutionalized
narratives. The rough texture of the central form evokes the harsh and
oppressive conditions faced by women in Goli Otok, symbolizing their physical
and emotional scars.

Text Integration: Inscribed on the surface of the object are handwritten words,
adding a deeply personal dimension to the work. These phrases may represent
testimonies, fragments of memory, or symbolic reflections of the trauma
endured by women imprisoned in the political camps of the Yugoslav era.

Color Symbolism: The red pedestal draws immediate attention, symbolizing
the urgency of addressing suppressed histories and the resilience of those
who endured systemic violence. It serves as a grounding force, elevating the
narrative of the work to a space of public acknowledgment and dialogue.
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Video of new artwork, Zagreb
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New artwork



Context within the Exhibition:

This piece serves as a focal point in the section of the exhibition dedicated to the
You Betrayed the Party Just When You Should Have Helped It project. By
combining sculptural abstraction with textual storytelling, Kulunčić invites
viewers to confront the erasure of women's experiences from historical memory.
The choice of materials and visual language emphasizes the fragility of memory
and the necessity of preserving it against the forces of forgetting.

Participatory Element:

In line with Kulunčić's broader practice, this artwork may also engage audiences
through interactive or participatory elements, inviting visitors to contribute to the
collective act of remembrance and to reflect on their roles in shaping historical
narratives.
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Andreja Kulunčić is a visual artist, lives in Zagreb. Her art practice is based on
exploration of new models of sociability and communication situations, an
interest for socially engaged themes, engagement with different audiences, and
collaboration on collective projects. She sets up her own interdisciplinary
networks, seeing artistic work as a research, process of cooperation and self-
organization. She often asks the audience to actively participate in the work.
Some of Kulunčić's frequent subjects are correlations between economy,
transition, feminism and racism. By operating in the marginal areas of opposition
and focusing her critique on the central values of imaginary institutions of
globalizing societies and divisions conditioned by them, her artistic production
expands the capability of art to offer polemical grounds for the rethinking and
dissolution of certain relations and the creation of new ones. Her work has been
presented at major international exhibitions, such as Documenta11 (Kassel);
Manifesta 4 (Frankfurt/Main); 8. Istanbul Biennial; Liverpool Biennial 04; 10.
Triennale-India (New Delhi) among others. At collective shows in museums,
including Whitney Museum of American Art (New York); PS1 (New York); Museo
Universitario Arte Contemporáneo – MUAC (Mexico City); Palais de Tokyo (Paris);
Museum of Modern Art in Saint-Etienne, etc. At solo shows, including: Museo
Universitario Arte Contemporáneo – MUAC (Mexico City); Jorge B. Vargas Museum
(Manila); Modern Gallery (Podgorica); Museo Madre (Napoli); Museum of Modern
and Contemporary Art in Rijeka; Salon of the Museum of Contemporary Art in
Belgrade; Art in General (New York); Artspace Visual Arts Centre (Sydney); The Art
Center Silkeborg Bad (Denmark); Darat Al Funun (Jordan); Gallery NOVA, Gallery
Miroslav Kraljević, Gallery Forum, Gallery Prozori (Zagreb). She teaches at the
Academy of Fine Arts in Zagreb, Department of New Media. 

Website: www.andreja.info 

http://www.andreja.org/
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Andreja Kulunčić on Goli Otok during researche phase of the project You Betrayed the Party Just When You Should Have
Helped It which started during 2019
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